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The Honorable Ron DeSantis     March 23, 2020 

Governor of Florida 

Plaza Level 05, 

The Capitol 

400 S Monroe St 

Tallahassee, FL 32399 

 

 

Dear Governor DeSantis, 

 

The Florida Springs Council, a consortium of 53 citizen groups, has been keenly interested in the 

efforts of your Blue-Green Algae Task Force, your administration, and the legislature to develop 

meaningful legislation to restore our highly degraded Florida springs.  The result of these efforts 

is SB 712, which will be sent to you soon.  FSC takes no pleasure in reporting that SB 712 will 

do nothing to reduce pollution in these iconic springs.  

  

We provided specific recommendations for amendments to SB 712, several of which were 

incorporated in early drafts of the “Clean Waterways Act.”  However, by the time the bill was 

voted on by the House and Senate, every one of our recommendations had been stripped out of 

the bill at the behest of lobbyists for Florida’s largest landowners and polluters. Moreover, SB 

712 preempts local governments from filling the vacuum left by a lack of leadership at the state 

level and addressing water quality issues in their own jurisdiction. 

    

Improving water quality in springs will depend on effective Basin Management Action Plans 

(BMAPs).  Legislation to fix the BMAP program is sorely needed because it’s clear that springs 

BMAPs adopted in 2018 will not fix water quality in our springs.  In fact, the Florida Springs 

Council and several springs advocacy groups are in active litigation against the Department of 

Environmental Protection over these failed plans.  

 

What are some of problems with SB 712 that our recommendations could have fixed? 

 

• SB 712 does nothing to prevent agricultural pollution, the predominant source of nutrient 

pollution to Outstanding Florida Springs, from reaching groundwater.  SB 712 does not require 

the implementation of improved best management practices for agricultural producers, even 

though the need for them is universally recognized and many impaired waters cannot recover 

without them. 

 

• SB 712 will not stop DEP from continuing to pretend, as it did in the recent BMAP 

litigation, that there will be no increases in springs pollution over the next 20 years from 

agricultural and population growth, even though respected State agencies predict significant 

increase from both sources. 
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• SB 712 will not stop DEP from continuing to pretend, as it did in the recent BMAP 

litigation, that it’s OK if the pollution reductions claimed in BMAPs fall far short of the needed 

reductions calculated by DEP itself. 

 

• SB 712 will not stop DEP from continuing to pretend that it need not assign pollution 

reductions to categories of polluters (i.e. the polluter pays). 

 

All of these recommendations, and others, were shared with your administration and with the 

legislature throughout consideration of SB 712.  In fact, three of the bulleted items above were 

offered as House floor amendments on March 11.  But, thanks to polluters happy with the status 

quo, nothing to reform the BMAP process or to protect Florida springs is included in the version 

of SB 712 headed to your desk. 

 

We have heard legislator’s assurances that concerns of the springs community will be addressed 

in next year’s session.   We don’t believe this.  After the last omnibus water bill was passed, in 

2016, no significant water bills were passed until this year – a hiatus of four years.  If SB 712 is 

enacted, we expect to see the same level of inattention for many years to come.   

 

If your administration is serious about the health of Florida’s springs, we ask you to veto SB 712 

and demand that the Legislature pass water quality legislation that will actually achieve our 

shared goals.   

 

 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Ryan Smart, 

Florida Springs Council 

Executive Director 

 

 

 

 

 


